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Fe 
T HE REPORT of the General President, a copy of which has been mailed 
to each local union, will appear in the columns of our Journal, month 


after month, in separate sections, until the whole report has been published. 
The first section appears in this month’s issue of the Journal. 


TTT 
HE CONVENTION, in the opinion of every one who attended, was a 


roaring success. 
TTT 


HIS WAS the largest convention ever held by the International; 421 
delegates being in attendance, and about 175 visitors, most of them the 
wives and daughters of our delegates. 


VT ¥ 


VERYBODY was happy, especially so on the evening of the banquet, 
with a lot of fun and plenty of good food for everyone. 


vvY 


HE PICNIC, or outing, to Cody’s farm which cost the committee in 
charge of affairs upwards of $3,000, was the only damper on the entire 
affair, as it began to rain just after the delegaten and friends arrived at the 
farm in Kentucky. Shortly after the dinner, which was splendid and served 
with all the courtesy of the Kentuckians, the delegates had to return to their 
hotels in Cincinnati. 
TTT 


HE TOTAL COST to the local unions of Cincinnati for the entertainment 

tendered the delegates and friends was close to $27,000. When it is 
taken into consideration that a few years ago we did not have any local 
unions in Cincinnati and no money, this is a great revelation as to the power 
of organization. Aside from having built up substantial treasuries the unions 
have more than doubled the wages of their membership, established a shorter 
work-day, and in some instances, have obtained a vacation with pay. 


TT 


HE STREETS of Cincinnati were decorated with the Stars and Stripes, 

and everywhere appeared signs welcoming the International Brother- 
hood of Teamsters and Chauffeurs. The Headquarters of our unions, which 
building is owned by Local Union No. 11, Truck Drivers and valued at 
$150,000, was very elaborately and beautifully decorated. 


oe + 


HE BOAT RIDE down the river on Wednesday evening of the conven- 

tion, with the wonderful food served, was an event never to be forgotten. 
It makes one lonesome to think we must wait five years before we can get 
together again, and when one also cannot shut their eyes to the fact that 
many who were there will not be at the next. Anyway, it was good to have 
lived to witness and participate in the Cincinnati convention. 
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Meeting of the General Execu- 
tive Board 


Held in the Metropole Hotel, Cincinnati, 
Ohio, September, 1930 


The General Executive Board held 
a meeting in the Metropole Hotel dur- 
ing the sessions of the convention, and 
again on Saturday, September 13, 
1930, after the adjournment of the 
convention. 

There were many matters pertain- 
ing to the work of the convention dis- 
cussed. Action on nearly all matters 
of importance was deferred until the 
regular meeting of the board which 
will be held early in January, 1931. 

The representative of the Gary, 
Indiana, Local Union No. 121, ap- 
peared before the board and told of 
his organization being threatened 
with a reduction in wages, involving 
a certain number of its members. The 
International Executive Board guar- 
anteed the protection of the Inter- 
national Union against a reduction to 
that portion of the membership of 
Local No. 121 involved. 

This brother also mentioned the 
fact that the local had lost its money 
in the Labor Bank at Gary; that it 
was practically penniless, and asked 
that ‘the International render some 
aid to help them out temporarily. 

The Executive Board could not see 
its way clear to take definite action on 
this request and referred the matter 
to the General President and General 
Secretary-Treasurer to make an in- 
vestigation of the entire situation and 
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the Board gave the executive officers 
limited power to act in case of extreme 
necessity. 

Brother Thomas Lyons of Local 
Union No. 808, Railway Express Em- 
ployees of New York, appeared before 
the Board and requested that some 
consideration be given their case in 
New York, in view of the fact that 
they have been putting up a desperate 
fight againt the Brotherhood of Rail- 
way Clerks for the past two or three 
years; that although the jurisdiction 
in that particular city had been 
settled, the local had spent an enor- 
mous amount of money, and wished 
consideration as to some tax which 
the local union owed the International 
Organization. 

The General Executive Board de- 
eided that it could not do anything 
on the request of Brother Lyons at 
this time, but instructed the General 
Officers to watch the situation in this 
particular local; find out just what 
their condition is; find out also what 
the local is doing towards meeting its 
current expenses and report back to 
the General Executive Board at its 
regular meeting in January. 

Vice-President Berrell brought up 
a matter pertaining to two local 
unions in the stockyards district in 
Chicago, stating he believed the whole 
situation could be improved if Local 
No. 710, Meat Drivers & Helpers’ 
jurisdiction was extended. 

The General President suggested 
that the matter be laid over until the 
next meeting of the Board; that in the 
meantime some recommendation on 
this proposition come from the execu- 
tive officers of the Chicago Joint 
Council, also a request from Local 
Union No. 710 on the subject. 

The consensus of opinion of the 
Board is that, in the interest of all 
parties concerned, this matter should 
be acted upon at the next meeting of 
the Board and, undoubtedly, it will be. 

The representatives of Local Union 
No. 50 of Belleville, Illinois, brought 
up the situation pertaining to the in- 


dividual team owners, members of 
Local Union No. 74, explaining that 
this local union, No. 74, are making 
conditions almost unbearable for the 
journeymen drivers holding member- 
ship in Local No. 50. 

The entire matter was referred to 
Vice-President Murphy for investiga- 
tion with instructions that he make a 
report and recommendation to the 
next meeting of the General Execu- 
tive Board. 

General conversation—which was 
not official—on other subjects and 
questions which had to do with the 
organization took place and the Board 
adjourned the meeting subject to the 
call of the General President and Gen- 
eral Secretary-Treasurer for a meet- 
ing early in 1931 in a city, or district, 
to be decided on later. 

Respectfully submitted. 
DANIEL J. TOBIN, 
Chairman, General Executive Board. 





Cincinnati, Ohio, 
September 17, 1930. 
Mr. Daniel J. Tobin, 
General President, International Brotherhood of 


Teamsters, Chauffeurs, Stablemen & Helpers of 
America, Indianapolis, Ind. 


Dear Mr. Tobin: 


May we offer our sincere thanks 
and appreciation for the selection of 
Hotel Metropole as the convention 
headquarters for the week of Sep- 
tember 7, for the International 
Brotherhood of Teamsters, Chauf- 
feurs, Stablemen and Helpers of 
America. It was indeed a pleasure to 
have as our guests such a business- 
like and gentlemanly group of men, 
and we trust that when the brother- 
hood again meets in Cincinnati, we 
shall be favored with a share, if not 
all, of the business. 

Again thanking you and with our 
kindest regards, we are 

Very truly yours, 
Hotel Metropole, 
PERIN W. SCARBOROUGH, 
General Manager. 














tt ne a ie Pee 





or- 


a- 
a 
he 
u- 





as 
nd | 
he | 
rd | 
he 

n- 

at - 


athe J 





XUM 








OFFICIAL MAGAZINE I. B. T., C., S. and H. of A. 


[3] 





New York, N. Y., 
September 11, 1930. 


Mr. Daniel J. Tobin, 


President, International Brotherhood of Team- 
sters, Chauffeurs, etc., 222 East Michigan Street, 
Indianapolis, Indiana. 


Dear Mr. Tobin: 


On behalf of the delegates in at- 
tendance at our Thirty-first Annual 
Convention held in Boston, Mass., 
August 18th to 23rd, inclusive, we 
were by motion directed to express 
appreciation for the very able and 
interesting address delivered by you 
to those assembled. 

We feel confident and you can rest 
assured that the thoughts expressed 
by you and the logic of your well de- 
livered message made a deep impres- 
sion upon our delegates and all those 
present. 

With best wishes and kind regards, 
we are 

Very fraternally, 
HENRY F. SCHMAL, 
Secretary-Treasurer, 
EDWARD J. VOLZ, 
International Photo- 
Engravers’ Union of N. A. 





Cincinnati, Ohio, 
September 15, 1930. 
Mr. Thomas L. Hughes, 


Secretary-Treasurer, International Brotherhood 
of Teamsters, C. S. & H., 222 E. Michigan St., 
Indianapolis, Ind. 


My Dear Hughes: 


This is to acknowledge receipt of 
your check payable to Cincinnati 
Lodge No. 5, B. P. O. Elks in the 
amount of $500.00 of which $450.00 
covers hall rent due from your or- 
ganization and $50.00 additional 
which has been distributed to the 
help around the building as per your 
request, and I want to extend to you 
our sincere thanks and appreciation 
for same. 

I also want to take this opportunity 
to congratulate you and through you 
the membership of the International 


Brotherhood of Teamsters, Chauf- 
feurs, Stablemen and Helpers of 
America for the honor we had in hav- 
ing you meet in our Elks Temple and 
to also congratulate and commend the 
entire personnel of your membership 
because it was one of the most orderly 
gatherings of gentlemen we have ever 
had the pleasure of having meet in 
our building. 

They were with us for a week and 
were it not for the fact they had to 
enter and leave the building we would 
not have known a convention was in 
session in our city. I could not let 
the opportunity go by of commending 
the membership of your organization 
and their ladies, for their wonderful 
deportment and any time that our 
organization can be of service to you 
or your membership we are at your 
command. 

Permit me also to wish for you and 
your organization the best of success 
and may the future bring you greater 
laurels than those you had the plea- 
sure of enjoying during the past. 

With every good wish and assuring 
you we enjoyed the privilege and plea- 
sure of being of service to you, permit 
me to remain, 

Very sincerely yours, 
J.S. RICHARDSON, 
Secretary. 





Practice, Not Pretense, Counts 


Sly wage reductions by employers 
who profess faith in high wages is 
the same policy these employers apply 
in opposing trade unionism. 

These employers rarely openly at- 
tack organized labor. The exception is 
in areas that are dominated by mill 
barons and coal-owning feudalists. 

Would-be oligarchs are more cau- 
tious in other sections of the country. 
They do not frankly challenge organ- 
ized labor because of a public senti- 
ment that trade unionists have de- 
veloped. 

These anti-unionists either attempt 
to drug the workers or let an injune- 
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tion judge smash trade unionism 
under the plea of “protecting pro- 
perty.” 

The anti-unionists profess to favor 
organization of workers—provided, 
of course the union “is run right.” 

This stamps the oligarch as a “pro- 
gressive’ among non-thinkers and 
secret foes of organized labor. 

But more important, it paves the 
way for the company “union” and wel- 
fare schemes that are intended to 
weaken the militancy and deaden the 
spirit of trade unionists. 

This crafty scheme, together with 
government by injunction, is now the 
general rule among anti-union em- 
ployers who have abandoned such 
crude methods as the militia to bay- 
onet strikers. 

Preaching high wages and at the 
same time reducing wages is the latest 
“red herring” system of these em- 
ployers. 

They loudly proclaim their faith in 
high wages. They thunder from the 
house tops the value of a high pur- 
chasing power. 

They are interviewed and photo- 
graphed by the public press while 
they apply their creeping wage re- 
ductions and gradual layoffs that in- 
tensify unemployment. 

Trade unionists and smypathizers 
should not be tricked by wordy ab- 
stractions. 

Practice, not pretense, counts.— 
News Letter. 





Idle Wage Workers Is World- 
Wide Issue 


Washington. — Governments, em- 
ployers and employes in every coun- 
try are discussing the unemployment 
problem, said Ethelbert Stewart, 
United States Commissioner of Labor 
Statistics. 

“Industrial leaders evidently are 
being impressed with the fact that 
when they turn out a number of work- 
ers their own business will eventual- 
ly suffer,” said Mr. Stewart. 


“These industrialists are awaken- 
ing to the knowledge that men who 
cannot work cannot buy and that an 
industry cannot produce when it can- 
not market its goods. 

“While consideration is being given 
various relief measures in the United 
States, legislation for unemployment 
insurance and other means of stabili- 
zation has not been adopted by the 
States. 

“The gravity of the unemploy- 
ment situation in many foreign coun- 
tries has attracted the attention not 
only of governments and statesmen, 
but also of the press, organizations 
and persons.”—News Letter. 





Three-Day Week in Industry 


Baltimore—“The three-day week in 
industry and high wages is the solu- 
tion for our world-wide depression,” 
said Sir William Jowitt, Attorney 
General of England, who visited this 
city with British and French lawyers 
who are touring the United States. 

“There will be ups and downs in 
the world-wide economic situation, 
but there will be no permanent re- 
covery from the present depression 
until the work week is drastically cut 
and wages are increased,” said Sir 
William. 

“The world-wide depression is due 
to overproduction, or, rather, under- 
consumption. Men and machines have 
produced goods faster than they have 
been consumed—the pyramiding in 
your country in recent years, for ex- 
ample, has been terrific, and the cure 
will come only when some adjustment 
of consumption to production has been 
effected. 

“The upward trend of trade in the 
immediate future will result from de- 
pletion of stocks of goods turned out 
in the past at a rate faster than that 
of world consumption. But the per- 
manent cure will not come until the 
adjustment I mentioned is made. I 
believe men all over the world even- 
tually will work but three days a 
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week, but will be paid high wages in 
order that they may consume the 
goods they produce.”—News Letter. 





Opposes State Out-of-W ork Dole 


Washington — Unemployment in- 
surance alleviates immediate suffer- 
ing, but it is not a fundamental rem- 
edy, said Ethelbert Stewart, United 
States Commissioner of Labor Statis- 
tics, in an oral statement. 

The veteran statistician said unem- 
ployment insurance in England and 
northern Ireland during 1928 amount- 
ed to $206,214,215. “This,” he said, 
“would have gone a long way toward 
stabilizing employment and toward 
tunneling the English Channel to 
France and toward housing the un- 
housed. Of the contributions to this 
fund, $79,588,900 came from employ- 
ers (based upon pay roll), $70,225,400 
from employes (deducted from 
wages) and $59,901,000 from the 
government (general taxes). 

“Nineteen countries of the world 
have unemployment insurance, which 
amounts to a dole,” said Mr. Stewart. 
“About 45,000,000 workers are in- 
sured, and when idle they receive ben- 
efits in specified amounts and over 
specified periods of involuntary un- 
employment. In no country is the 
system really satisfactory; in no 
country does it solve any problem 
except that of immediate starvation 
or suffering among the unemployed. 
It gives work to nobody except the 
clerical force needed in its own admin- 
istrative machinery. It is clumsy, ex- 
pensive and ineffective.” 

The commissioner rejected theclaim 
that the system reeks wth abuses. 
He denied that the plan is abused, but 
bases his opposition on fundamental 
reasons. 

“In some cases,” said Mr. Stewart, 
“it has been found that a man out of 
work has received more money from 
various benefits than he would or- 
dinarily draw as salary, but such cases 
are not general. 








“It might be well for the United 
States to adopt an employment, not 
an unemployment, insurance, as it is 
evident that before long we shall have 
need of something to combat the 
problem. 

“The dole has been greatly ex- 
aggerated by its opponents and 
praised too much by its defenders. 
It will not be tolerated in this coun- 
try, directly, for years to come, if 
ever. Indirectly we are doing it now. 
But such remedies do not insure 
against a renewed attack.”—News 
Letter. 





Sugar Beet Barons Are 
Merciless 


Atlantic City, N. J.—President 
Green was directed by the A. F. of 
L. Executive Council to investigate 
the possibility of organizing sugar 
beet workers in several Western 
States. 

Repeated efforts have been made by 
the A. F. of L. to organize these work- 
ers who are among the worst ex- 
ploited in the country. The seasonal 
nature of this industry and constant 
migration of workers has made the 
task of organization difficult. These 
workers include many Mexicans and 
their families. The smallest children 
are forced to labor. 


“Reports by A. F. of L. organizers 
reveal an unbelievable condition in 
the western sugar beet fields,” said 
Mr. Green. “These reports show that 
in thousands of families where there 
are five, six or seven children, the 
average income for the entire family 
is about $600 annually. 

“The workers live largely in one or 
two-room adobe houses with primitive 
sanitary facilities. There is an ap- 
pallingly high death rate among 
young children. 

“The Colorado State Agricultural 
College found that in one group of 
292 families there were on an average 
5.12 persons per room. Out of 286 
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families, they found that 187 had lost 
443 children through death. 

“There is little regard for compul- 
sory school laws in these sugar beet 
areas. Children average 9.4 hours 
per day, but thinning and weeding 
keeps them at their tasks from ten 
to sixteen hours a day in the extreme 
heat of the summer and the rainy 
days of the fall. 

“Filipinos are being imported into 
the sugar beet fields to prevent union 
organization. If this continues there 
is danger of race riots, such as they 
had in California.” 

President Green said he can under- 
stand why radicalism is spreading 
among these workers. “They will turn 
a willing ear to any one who holds out 
some hope for them,” said the union- 
ist—News Letter. 





Human Nature Is Same 


The tobacco trust’s low-wage policy 
has been extended to tobacco grow- 
ers who are paid 714 and 9 cents a 
pound. This is less than the cost of 
production. 

Growers in one North Carolina 
county, together with business men, 
agreed to boycott all tobacco products 
until a fair price is paid. They advised 
growers to join the Co-operative As- 
sociation and declared they will work 
less hours next year by reducing their 
acreage 25 per cent. 

Wage workers, under similar con- 
ditions, do likewise, but they run the 
risk of being enjoined for “interfer- 
ing with interstate commerce.—News 
Letter. 





Railroads Oppose Eight Hours 
For Labor 


New York—Railroads in this state 
will attack the Dunsmore act which 
provides an eight-hour day for work- 
ers employed on the elimination of 
grade crossings. The railroads also 
oppose the clause that provides for 
“the prevailing rate of wages.” 


This construction work involves the 
expenditure of several million dollars. 

The railroads insist that the law 
contravenes the constitutional clause 
granting interstate commerce powers 
to congress alone, and that it abro- 
gates the right of contract.—News 
Letter. 





Steel Trust Leads as Cement 
Producer 


New York—tThe steel trust is not 
only the largest factor in the steel 
and iron business, but it has taken 
the lead in cement production by util- 
izing by-products. 

The trust produces 40 per cent 
of the nation’s pig iron and steel. It 
is also an important factor in the 
chemical field. 





Students Roughed in Garment 
Strike 


New York—A score of college stu- 
dents, principally from Columbia 
University, forwarded a tart letter to 
city authorities because they were 
“roughed” by police when picketing 
struck garment shops. The strike 
sympathizers said: 

“For college students who have 
heard phrases about the majesty and 
impartiality of the law it was a reve- 
lation to pickets the last three morn- 
ings in the children’s dressmakers’ 
strike. The amount of filthy abuse 
and manhandling that the picket line 
was subjected to by the police makes 
a mockery of any theoretical right to 
picket.”—News Letter. 





Business Let Down Halts 
Immigration 


Washington—Because of the busi- 
ness depression, the State Depart- 
ment, acting under instructions of 
President Hoover, has ordered Amer- 
ican consuls to be more strict in the 
application of the law withholding 
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visas from immigrants who may be- 
come “public charges” after they have 
entered this country. 

Visas, or certificates, signed by 
American consuls, are necessary for 
the entrance of immigrants. 

Under the law American consuls in 
foreign countries are the judge as to 
whether an applicant for entry into 
the United States may become a pub- 
lic charge. 





Atlantic City, N. J.—Stoppage of 
all immigration, even that permitted 
under the quota, until the employ- 
ment conditions improve, was urged 
by Wm. Green, president A. F. of L. 
—News Letter. 





Low Buying Power Checks 
Up Trend 


Boston, Sept. 6.—The First Nation- 
al Bank, in its summary of business, 
agrees that low wages is behind the 
depression. 

The bank does not bluntly make 
this statement but dresses. the 
thought in the lingo of economists: 

“The crux of the present economic 
situation is the lack of proper balance 
between production and consumption 
and the maladjustment between the 
purchasing power of various classes 
of producers, agricultural as well as 
industrial, in practically all the coun- 
tries of the world.”—News Letter. 





Postoffice Rent Is Deficit Factor 


Chicago.—Federal Post Office offi- 
cials, who point to the department’s 
yearly deficit—whenever postal work- 
ers ask for improved conditions— 
could inquire with profit into excess 
rentals paid in this city. 

Tax assessors declare that building 
postal stations on bonds and leasing 
them to the department at high rent- 
als is a gold mine. 

Nine post office properties, leased 
from Jacob Kulb & Co., local invest- 
ment house, have a market value of 


$1,052,211. Bonds that total $2,535,- 
000, or more than twice the value of 
these properties, have been sold to the 
public. 

Bonds are supposed to be based on 
physical value, but in these cases the 
bonds are predicated on huge rentals 
collected from the government under 
long-term leases.—News Letter. 





Some Questions About Children 


With something more than 3,000,- 
000 unemployed it is interesting to ob- 
serve the declaration that where the 
family income is $2,500 it costs about 
$7,238 to rear a child to the age of 
eighteen years. This cost was set 
forth by the White House Confer- 
ence on Child Health and the figures 
were obtained from Metropolitan Life 
Insurance Company charts. 

It is the clear inference that no less 
than $7,500 ought to be expended to 
bring up a child in decency and with 
fair educational opportunities. 

Every child ought to have that 
chance. But will the White House 
Conference on Child Health tell the 
country how a child is to get even 
that moderately fair chance when the 
family income never goes over $1,000 
a year—and many do not—or where 
there is unemployment and no cash in- 
come at all? 

Will the White House Conference 
on Child Health tell the country what 
chance there is for the child who has 
to go into a textile mill to work at the 
age of ten or twelve, or even fourteen? 





Billion for Building Urged to Aid 
Jobless 


Buffalo, N. Y.—A resolution re- 
questing President Hoover to call a 
special session of Congress for the 
purpose of appropriating $1,000,000,- 
000 for public constructiion to relieve 
unemployment was unanimously 
passed by the State Federation of 
Labor convention. 













4 


{®; EDITORIAL 





(By DANIEL J. TOBIN) 


P resent HOOVER is economizing in every way possible in order that the 
administration may decrease the income taxes next year in the same 
manner as last year. If President Hoover, who we believe is desirous of 
doing the right thing, was seriously intending to help the masses of the 
working people, he would substantially increase the income taxes, thereby 
giving the government a much larger revenue—not for building battleships 
—but for building roads, damming the rivers, deepening lakes, and erect- 
ing innumerable government buildings which are needed, and in many 
other ways creating work which is so necessary, to the end that a million 
men might be put to work during the lean months of winter and spring. 
There is only one solution for the unemployment problem and that is 
creating work. There are tons of gold lying idle in the banks of the country 
which could be put to use in many employments. Bankers are holding up 
this gold and will not loan it to the workers because they are not satisfied 
with the old form of security. If a million men were put to work it would 
establish a consuming power which would perhaps employ another million 
men in manufacturing articles and in the consumption of food stuffs, which 
would in turn be purchased by the million men employed by the govern- 
ment. John D. Rockefeller has the right idea in putting up long rows of 
buildings for the workers to live in. This is not charity on the part of Rocke- 
feller. It will bring back a return of from six and one-half to eight per cent 
on the money invested, and there could be no better investment than real 
estate in the heart of our largest cities. From Cleveland the news reaches 
me that Rockefeller and his friends are putting up a whole square of 
buildings—modern apartment houses—and renting same at a reasonable 
rent, which will bring an honest return on the money invested. They are 
tearing down the slum buildings and putting up sanitary habitations, and 
they are not only creating employment but are establishing healthful, sani- 
tary conditions which will obtain in the new modern apartment houses for 
the workers. This same condition could be brought about in every large 
city of our country. There are rat houses of disease and pestilence. with 
filth and disease raging from the environments existing in every city in 


America of over 100,000 population. Right ncre in Indianapolis—in the city | 


where this article is written-—there is a mile square of colored district in 
which only colored people live, and it would be a godsend if some business 
mind with money could destroy the entire locality and erect modern, san- 
itary, healthful, up-to-date apartments. 

Labor and progress in industry which breeds prosperity, is an endless 
chain. If one class of workers are employed, by their purchasing power 
they employ thousands of others. With five million men and women out of 
work last winter—and at this time it looks as though the same number 
would be out of work next winter—it is easy to understand how those men 
and women who want to work and cannot find it must stint themselves in 
every way possible in order to keep body and soul together. Their consuming 
power is reduced to a minimum. There are an average of three persons 
dependent upon each individual and his or her daily earnings, making a 
total of fifteen to twenty million people suffering as a result of idleness— 
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one-sixth of our population on the verge of starvation because there is 
nothing for them to do, nowhere to turn to find a dollar. Building roads and 
erecting large blocks of buildings and engaging in other employments that 
are necessary, would take up a large amount of this number. They in turn 
would eat more food because they had the money to purchase it, they would 
buy more shoes, wear more clothing, use more furniture, and the factories 
and mills would be engaged in profitable employment which would re-estab- 
lish something like the industrial prosperity which we enjoyed a few 
years ago. 

Getting over this industrial crisis requires nothing more nor less than 
nerve, courage and foresight on the part of the leaders of our government 
and the controllers of capital—that they will just venture into a profitable 
undertaking that will be helpful to all our people. Standing still with the 
banks overflowing with money, and continuously complaining, each one ask- 
ing the other when they believe the clouds of unemployment will pass away 
—that kind of procedure will get us nowhere. This money which is getting 
into the hands of the few should be taken by taxation, by order of the 
government, and used up in some manner similar to that stated above. 
This may be socialism—or let it be anything else you desire to call it—but 
it is common sense. The writer is not a Socialist, nor the son of a Socialist, 
nor does he believe in the impossible philosophy of even the socialism of 
Marx, or the Communism of Stalin, but he does believe that when men are 
hungry, men with muscle and sinew and head, desirous of employment, that 
those men ought to be given employment and that employment should be 
created by the government, and he further believes that in the end such 
employment would bring untold profits to the government and to the in- 
vestors in such enterprises. As a matter of fact we have about six million- 
aires in our country to every one in any other country in the world in propor- 
tion to our population. We have created hundreds of millionaires since the 
beginning of the World War. Our taxation is the lowest of any of the civil- 
ized nations of the earth. In England taxation on incomes, especially on 
large incomes, is about five times what it is in the United States. If an 
English millionaire can pay five times as much as an American millionaire 
towards the support of his government, is there anything unreasonable in 
doubling taxation now existing on those that are able to pay, in order to 
start the wheels of industry and give employment and food to the millions 
that need same? With present industrial conditions as they are the whole 
wheels of progress in our great nation are stagnated. No one can travel 
because they have no money to pay the fares, no place to go and no position 
at the other end of the line. Only about one-half of the automobiles pur- 
chased in 1928 will be purchased in 1930. Why? Because millions are idle 
and they have no money to pay anything and those with a few dollars are 
holding on to same, not knowing the day when they too will be thrown on 
the junk pile looking for a job. The only trouble with our country is that we 
have too much of everything. There are several million bushels of wheat 
more this year than last year and twice as many bushels as twenty years 
ago. Consequently wheat is down, but the farmer can raise five bushels 
now with less*labor and cost than he raised one bushel of wheat twenty 
years ago. Our metal mines are overflowing with metals stored ahead; 
we are over-producing oil and coal with modern machinery. We have 
oceans of everything and still in the midst of this great plenty we have 
starvation and this starvation could be relieved by the courageous action 
of a courageous government that would take the bit in its mouth and do 
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things instead of eternally promising that things are going to get better. 
No, Iam afraid we will not get the higher taxation so that the coffers of the 
government may be filled, so that work may be created so that millions 
might be employed, because in this way it may jeopardize the election of 
men now holding office when the next presidential election comes around. 
What we need in this country is clean, courageous men who could dismiss 
political aspirations or dangers from their minds temporarily and endeavor 
to legislate in the interests of our common citizenship, thereby relieving 
starving millions that will surely surround us during the coming winter 
months. Bear in mind also that poverty begets crime. Men will not starve 
even if they have to steal and poverty and crime caused from starvation 
and misery are the creators of discontent, which, continuing to grow, breeds 
rebellion against government, from which grows destruction and revolu- 
tion. It would be a pity if this great country of ours was ever crushed with 
another revolution. But as the dole system has been handed out in 
England to prevent revolution, and as the masses of the people of Russia 
rose up against Czarism and perhaps established a government no better 
than that of the Czar, at the expenditure of the blood of millions of men 
and women—so it is in our country. Discontent, idleness, poverty, crime, 
sickness and misery can also do things that the imagination even now fails 
to comprehend. Men are human and are similar in nearly all countries. A 
little more polish here and there, a little more refinement and education, but 
in the final analysis, human. Men will fight for their offspring and for 
their own preservation if compelled to do so in America as well as in any 
other country; in America—our country—as they have done and are 
doing in some of the oldest countries on the other side of the water and 
on the south of us. 

There is a splendid opportunity for the administration in Washington 
to relieve the situation by increasing the taxes—not decreasing the revenues 
of the government—to the end that new enterprises may be established and 
employment created to take up idle hands now hanging loosely from the 
shoulders of men and women in every section of our country. 


OTF 


By THE TIME you read this Journal the Officers will be absent from the 
General Office for about three weeks attending the convention of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor. You will therefore kindly excuse any delay in 
answering communications, etc., which may occur during that period. 


TOF OY 


S PLENDID TRIBUTE was paid the Editor by the delegates to the convention, 
and especially in the statement made by Steve Sumner, one of the delegates 
from the Milk Wagon Drivers’ Union of Chicago, who has, perhaps, been a 
delegate to our conventions longer than any other individual, with the ex- 
ception of one or two others. 

The General President requested to be relieved of the work as Editor 
of our Journal before his election. The convention however wished him to 
continue as Editor but empowered him, by unanimous action of the conven- 
tion, to hire whomsoever he pleased to act as assistant editor under his 
direction and guidance. It seemed to be the sense of the convention that the 
policies enunciated through the columns of our Journal be adopted and 
continued in the future as in the past. 
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I N ALL the years that I have served as your General President and Editor, 
I was never so much encouraged as I am at the present time, although we 
are almost completely covered with a blanket of unemployment. I have 
faith as to the future success of our membership who have met and have 
overcome conditions of almost as serious a nature in the past. 

During the many dark hours when serious internal and external trouble 
confronted us, it was depressing, beyond words of explanation, to undergo 
the sufferings, the torture and the anxiety with which the writer was faced; 
sometimes worried as to the outcome of a serious strike, in which the desti- 
nies of the families of hundreds of our members were involved; sometimes 
deeply anxious as to what might happen to our organizations where radicals 
seemed to be getting control and where the work of a lifetime seemed to be 
on the verge of destruction; sometimes wondering what the morrow might 
bring; sometimes worrying as to the freedom of some of our officers who 
were involved as a result of difficulties arising from strikes, where the 
charges were serious. 

These causes, and innumerable others, had a tendency to depress the 
spirit of even the most optimistic and courageous. But, standing on the 
platform during the sessions of our convention in Cincinnati, receiving 
and accepting the congratulations, the applause and the expressions of 
confidence of the many delegates and visitors, was sufficient reimburse- 
ment for any and all the days and years of tribulations that are past. 

No finer spirit of sincere approval coming from real full-blooded, honest 
and true hearted members, was ever accorded any person, in or out of the 
Labor Movement, than that tendered your officers during our convention. 
Such actions on the part of our membership gives your executive officers 
the courage. the heart and the determination to go on and on until we reach 
the verdant hill tops of greater prosperity and happiness for our membership 
in the future. 

TOF F 
A:wvonz CAN shout out hurrah when the sun is shining. It takes real men 
to laugh and smile when the days are dark and things look blue. 

Stay with your union now that things are not what they used to be. 

Work harder than before; watch everything and everyone more than 
ever, all will come out right in the end. Why; because right and justice are 
on our side. 

TOF F 


U wes THE change made in our Constitution, local secretary-treasurers 
will not now need to send in for their per capita tax until on or before the 
tenth day of the succeeding month. For instance, dues paid during the 
month of December, per capita tax on same will not have to be remitted to 
the General Secretary-Treasurer until on or before the tenth day of January. 
Under this change in the law the local secretary-treasurer will know the 
number of dues paid into the local and on which the International must 
receive tax for the month of December and if same is mailed out immedi- 
ately after the first of the month it will reach the General Secretary-Treas- 
urer’s office on or before the tenth of the month. This change was necessary 
and should have been made many years ago. 


eT eT 


Tue OFFICE of General Auditor was abolished, by a vote of the convention, 
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on a recommendation of the General Executive Board. This does not mean 
that there will not be any auditing of books in the future. There will be 
plenty of auditing, perhaps, more than in the past, but the Organizers will 
do the auditing. In other words, the General President or the General Sec- 
retary-Treasurer may delegate any man appointed as organizer to do the 
auditing of the books in the regular way. In addition to the auditing, the 
party so charged, will have to handle strikes, lockouts, wage scale contro- 
versies and other important and serious work which may arise. 

The change was made because it is the only sensible way to proceed and 
the recommendation of the General Executive Board on this matter was 
unanimous. 


TFT 


n 
Tue NEW Constitution does not go into effect until December ist of this 
year. By that time the new Constitution will be printed and there will be 
plenty on hand at the General Office to supply all of our members. We re- 
quest that you send in your order at once so that you may have a copy for 
each member of your local. The charge for same is very small—just about 
enough to cover the cost of printing—and we have them printed in large 
lots in order to keep down the cost. 

Every member of the union should have a copy of the Constitution and 
even if he only reads three sections and throws it away. it will pay the Local 
Union and the International to have the members read the Constitution. 


7 T 


ry. 

[ne WESTERN COAST, whose delegates came by special train, bringing 
representatives from Seattle, San Francisco, and other points west of the 
Rocky Mountains, had almost 125 delegates in their group. In previous 
conventions held east of the Rocky Mountains they had less than thirty. 
This proves the growth and aggressiveness of our organization in the West. 
In addition to this, our locals in that part of the country have strengthened 
their forces by adding to their membership and are building up substantial 
treasuries for defense—not offense—in the future. 


New YorK and New Jersey were strongly represented in the convention 
and used their best efforts in the interest of the several local unions they 
represented. Only the best of good will prevailed after the opening sessions 
of the convention among this group as these delegates are always anxious 
and willing that any misunderstanding or any feeling of any kind be elimi- 
nated in the interest of the general organization. 


TF OF 

A FTER READING the report of the General President and digesting the many 
subjects and matters referred to therein, the delegates seemed to realize 
fully not only the dangers which confronted us but also the serious condi- 
tions now surrounding our organization in so far as unemployment is con- 
cerned. 

The matters referred to in this report were many, and, as stated on 
another page of this Journal, certain sections of the report will appear from 
month to month, for the benefit of our individual members. until the entire 
report has been published in the columns of our Magazine. 
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‘I HE BEST PROOF of the sincerity of the delegates was their desire to con- 
tinue in office the entire membership of the General Executive Board that 
had handled the affairs of our International Union during the years that 
have passed and were successful in bringing our organization up to 100,000 
members, represented by 421 delegates. No one desired to oppose any of the 
present members of our International Executive Board, and I am sure I 
speak for the members of the General Executive Board when I say that the 
service which we have endeavored to render in the past shall be continued 
and rendered in the future and that the confidence reposed in us by the 
general membership has not been misplaced. In behalf of the International 
Executive Board, at this time, I desire to sincerely thank our general mem- 
bership for their kindness and for the confidence reposed in us. 


| N ALL my time in the Labor Movement I never witnessed a better class of 
men attending any convention than those who attended the recent conven- 
tion of our International Union in Cincinnati. 

Every man was alert and on the job from the time the convention 

opened until it closed. Discussions of an instructive and informative char- 
acter were carried on, although disagreements during the discussions some- 
times obtained, there was unanimity of action when the final action was 
taken. It is evident that everything was satisfactory and that all that 
happened was for the best. There was not any bitterness of any kind exist- 
ing at the close of the convention and the delegates were sincere in their 
earnest endeavor to legislate for the future benefit of our organization and 
in order that the position we have won in the past may not have been won 
in vain. 
Four HUNDRED and twenty-one delegates attended our convention and 
about one hundred and fifty visitors. This was the largest convention ever 
held in the history of the International. It was the most constructive and 
the most sincere convention ever held. Every question raised by any dele- 
gate was answered without hesitation by the officers and any further in- 
formation desired can be obtained by writing General Headquarters. 


One OF the most far reaching and constructive features of the conven- 
tion was the action of the delegates on Insurance whereby the salaried 
officers of the International Union are to be insured in the sum of $10,000 
so that should they be called to the Great Beyond their families will not be 
dependent on charity. The action also included the office employes, the 
maximum amount not to exceed $5,000, depending on the length of service 
of the individual employe. 

This unanimous action by the representatives of our different local 
unions throughout the country, in thus proceeding and recognizing the 
justice of employers in taking care of the families of their employes in case 
of death, should be the guiding light of our local unions, especially where the 
local unions can afford it, to also insure the lives of their salaried officers 
for a specified sum for the protection of the dependents of those officers 
should the breadwinner be called away to the land from which there is no 
return. 
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Report of General President 


To the Officers and Delegates attending the Twelfth Convention of the 
International Union: 


Greetings: 


Pursuing the course adopted by me during the years I have been an 
officer of the International Union, I desire, as General President, to sub- 
mit the following report, containing some recommendations and observa- 
tions, for the future guidance and benefit of our organization and for the 
consideration of the delegates here assembled: 

It is utterly impossible for me to go into lengthy detail in enumerating 
the many serious problems which have confronted us since our last conven- 
tion, but I will endeavor to relate, as briefly as possible, some of the matters 
I think you should consider at this convention. 

First, I want to call to your attention that during the past five years 
we have experienced more than the ordinary amount of unrest and discon- 
tent, due in no small measure to the revolution within industry and the 
general stagnation of business and to the ever-changing personnel of our 
membership. However, I think I can safely say we have emerged success- 
fully from every trying experience and every dangerous condition which 
confronted us, and there were many, some that are not yet quite solved. 

No man would be doing justice to an office, such as I have the honor to 
hold, unless he called to the attention of the convention what, in his judg- 
ment, is needed for the future welfare and guidance of our International 
Union. I think I can truthfully say, after having gone through one of the 
hardest years in our history in so far as unemployment is concerned, that 
we come into this convention with perhaps the largest membership with 
which we have entered any convention during the life of the International. 

When it is taken in consideration that the work of each member of our 
craft has been doubled through the introduction of the motor vehicle and 
that the speed-up system has been scrupulously enforced, to the extent 
almost of using the stop watch in certain branches of our employment, I 
am sure you will rejoice with me when I tell you that the membership of 
our International has increased beyond the 100,000 mark, and that means 
an actual paid-up membership. Some organizations carry on their books 
men who are out of work and in arrears for dues, but this International 
Union adheres strictly to the policy of counting only the number on which 
our locals pay per capita tax. 

It is unpleasant for me to relate to you that many strong International 
Unions, both affiliated and not affiliated with the American Federation of 
Labor, have been set back substantially, numerically and financially, during 
the past five years. Organizations of Labor which a few years ago were 
considered bulwarks of strength are at this time in such a weakened condi- 
tion as to be almost helpless and unable to resist the encroachments being 
made on them by the enemies of labor and the unscrupulous employers of 
their membership. There was never a time in the past thirty years when 
labor organizations generally were in as weakened condition as they are 
at the present time. 

This condition can be attributed to many causes, but the principal 
cause is unemployment. This enormous surplus of unemployed man-power 
is due mainly to overproduction in industry, which in turn has been brought 
about through concentrated and speed-up machinery, and without wishing 
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to appear pessimistic, it is foolish to deny the fact that there does not 
appear on the horizon at this time any sign of substantial relief from this 
condition of unemployment. 

It seems that the genius of the human race that has conceived and 
brought forth to perfection machinery which, from the point of service, 
excels the human touch, that this same genius has been made to suffer as 
a result of its own accomplishments. 


In our normal American life there are at least one-half million persons 
becoming of age each year seeking employment. They are coming in greater 
numbers, as you will notice from the census statistics, than the numbers 
passing away or withdrawing from the fields of labor. With a continual 
increase year after year in immigration, especially from the countries 
North and South of us, another half million is added to the labor market. 

I believe my estimate is conservative when I say that at least two mil- 
lion workers are being displaced every two years through the introduction 
of machinery, the formation of gigantic corporations and enormous com- 
binations, resulting from the merging of business institutions engaged in 
the same particular line of industry. Then, the question which confronts 
us is: What is going to happen if this continues? 


Industrial and economic experts claim that civilization always takes 
care of such conditions, that throughout history cycles, such as we are now 
passing through, have occurred. Let us hope history will not fail us. Per- 
sonally I am doubtful of immediate relief. We are living in a different civi- 
lization. There is less us for human hands. Production is double the con- 
sumptive needs of our nation. If you doubt this, look at the price of wheat. 
That time will remedy our present fearful unemployment conditions is the 
answer of our government officials and our statistical gentlemen who are not 
always practical. 

This is not a true statement of fact and is usually made by men who 
are delving only in figures and not with absolute facts, because all you have 
to do is to look at conditions existing in Europe and Asia, which countries 
are overcrowded from increases in population, century after century, until 
conditions, as far as employment is concerned, are deplorable. India and 
China alone have a combined population of 700,000,000, and no one can 
point to the fact that conditions for the masses in those countries have 
improved within the last one hundred years. On the contrary they have 
gone backward for a thousand years. 

It is absolutely true and no one can deny it, that living conditions 
among American families are better than they were a quarter of a century 
ago; that the housing of workers has been improved; that enjoyment and 
periods of relaxation have increased; that educational facilities have been 
provided for the children of the workers to a much greater extent in recent 
years. But it is also true that twenty years ago a man could walk from one 
place of employment to another and find a position, or a chance to work, 
while today a man may travel from coast to coast and in every city and 
town he will find hundreds of men and women seeking employment but 
unable to find anything to do. 

While prohibition has been charged with being responsible for a great 
deal of the crime within our country, and no doubt there is some truth in 
the charge, I contend, and have no reason for changing my mind, that 
unemployment is the main cause of crime and of destitution and poverty. 
A man will not starve or permit his family to starve and does not consider 
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himself a criminal if he is compelled to steal in order that he may eat and 
provide food for the mouths of those dependent upon him. 

Facing these conditions and understanding that we are now in the 
midst of them, there is every reason for you men who are delegates to this 
convention to take stock of your surroundings and, under the circumstances, 
endeavor to legislate that which is needed for the continued success of this 


International Union. 


(To be continued) 


— 
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W age Cutters Make Flank Move 


The Iron Age, a spokesman for the 
iron and steel industry, says “we are 
in for wage reductions” and that “the 
doctrine of the consuming power of 
high wages is losing ground.” 

This statement should be read in 
connection with the policy of employ- 
ers who slyly reduce wages while pro- 
claiming their belief in high wages. 

The Iron Age statement is a hint to 
these employers and to “me-too” 
writers and so-called economists to 
drop the high-wage theory and harp 
on “the law of supply and demand.” 

This wretched philosophy for wage 
standards sets no limit to workers’ 
pauperization, as is illustrated in the 
bituminous coal industry. 

The editor does not attempt to 
prove that the theory of high wages 
is “losing ground.” He seems, how- 
ever, to be well aware that the high- 
wage theory must be abandoned be- 
fore his low-wage objective can be 
reached. 

The public do not approve wage 
cuts. They understand that reduced 
buying power prolongs business de- 
pression. If wage cutters are success- 
ful among their unorganized work- 
ers it is necessary that the public be 
quietly led from the high-wage 
theory. 

This sinister feature of the Iron 
Age position will not pass unnoticed 
by trade unionists who should inten- 
sify their educational campaign on 
the value of high wages. 

It must be remembered that Iron 
Age speaks for the nation’s largest 


7 


unorganized, low-wage, long-hour in- 
dustry. 

The strategy of these wage cutters 
is to separate the general public from 
labor’s high wage theory and thus 
have a free hand in lowering stand- 
ards of helpless employes. 

To talk of the “law of supply and 
demand” in an age of monopolies, 
mergers, combines and labor-displac- 
ing machinery would be amusing but 
for its malignant purpose. 

These hardened exploiters would 
extend the boundaries of their eco- 
nomic control and industrial anarchy 
at the price of continued depression 
and general hardships.—News Letter. 





Pressmen’s Chief Urges Short 
Week 


Little Rock, Ark., Sept. 6.—The 
shorter work week to relieve unem- 
ployment was urged by George L. 
Berry, president International Print- 
ing Pressmen’s and Assistants’ union, 
at a Labor Day address here. 

The unionist pleaded for abolition 
of child labor not only because of the 
physical and moral evils of child labor 
but because of unfair competition 
with breadwinners. 

Blame for the business depression 
was placed on automatic machinery 
and displacement of labor, to “the ex- 
traordinary ingenuity in financing 
business” which has “created a com- 
plex economic situation,” and to 
“post-war arrogance of American 
business which has reduced export 
trade.”—News Letter. 
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HERE ARE very few Labor conventions at which the Governor of the 

state and the Mayor of a large city addressed the delegates, extending 
to them the felicitations of the State and the good wishes of the City. This 
happened at our last convention, and proves the power and influence of our 
local unions which are sanely handled and responsible for this condition in 
Cincinnati and vicinity. 


TTT 


EVER BEFORE in Cincinnati did any Labor convention held there, 
ever receive as much publicity and notice as that given to the last con- 
vention of our Brotherhood. The credit is all due to the Committee on Ar- 
rangements of which Thomas (Brooky) Farrell is chairman. The members 
of the committee were backed up one hundred per cent by their local unions. 
Fifty members were picked by the committee from the several local unions 
and paid a salary. These-men were selected to act as assistants and guides, 
and in every other way, help the delegates while they were in the city of 
Cincinnati. 
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F ANY delegate attending the convention believes it was possible for him 
to have had a better time in any other city, or that there was anything 
left undone to make him happy, Brother Farrell and his associates on the 
committee request that said delegate write to Brother Farrell. In other 
words, if any one was not satisfied Brother Farrell wants to know it. How- 
ever, we feel and believe that Brother Farrell and his brother officers will 
not receive any complaints. In so far as the International Officers are con- 
cerned, we very much appreciate the manner in which we were treated and 
the kindness shown us by everyone during the sessions of our convention 
and especially by our own people. 


T IS a pity you were not represented at the convention. You missed the 
treat of your life. There were many discussions which would have inter- 
ested you and many things. said which might have been helpful. But, of 
course, the conditions surrounding your local may have been of such a nature 
that you were unable to be present. Don’t make the mistake of thinking that 
it was not an important convention. It was one of the most interesting and 
constructive labor conventions ever held. This is the opinion of Labor men 
who were present and who were not members of our union. 
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Wear the Emblem of Our 
Organization 


ADVERTISE THE BUTTON AND EMBLEM 
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